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lennium. Lenin soon realized that his dream for an
immediate world revolution would not materialize.
He often said that life and facts are stubborn, and
he realized that the process of establishing not only
a communistic world, but even a communistic
Russia, would take longer than he had originally
anticipated.

As the revolution went on, the process of build-
ing a new communistic Russia, which in the begin-
ning was thought to be simple, proved to be highly
complicated; the difficulties encountered became
insurmountable, and the new problems created be-
came intricate and unsolvable. Three years after
the October Revolution Lenin was forced to "take
a step back," as he called it, and re-establish
private trading, saying that it would eventually
help him to take two steps forward.

With his great feeling for, and sense of, reality
and facts, what Lenin's methods and plans for the
future would have been, and what policies he would
have tried to carry out, is problematical; but it is
obvious that he feared for the completion of these
plans and policies in the hands in which they would
be left, for just before he died, in 1924, when in
his illness he was exercising personal guidance in
directing the affairs of the government only on rare